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GENERAL FRAMEWORK OF THE
CZECH PRESIDENCY

" Current Developments
(financial crisis and economic slowdown)

" Institutional iIssues linked to the
ratification of the Lisbon Treaty

" EP Elections
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PRESIDENCY MOTTO

EUROPE WITHOUT BARRIERS

" Removing existing internal barriers

within the EU, which prevent full use of EU
potential

" Removing external barriers of international
trade and global economy (liberalisation) as
well as in other cooperation with EU’s
neighbours and strategic partners
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PRIORITIES OF THE PRESIDENCY

January 2009

= Economy

= Energy

. European Union in the World
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ECONOMY

" Resolving financial crisis — to avoid over-regulation
and reject protectionism (G20 Declaration, November
2008; December 2008 European Council conclusions)

" Reinforcing EU competitiveness
" Improving regulatory environment
" Fully applying all internal market freedoms

" External trade
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ENERGY

" EU energy
" EU energy security
" Internal electricity and gas market

" Diversification of energy sources
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EUROPEAN UNION IN THE WORLD

" Eastern partnership — European Neighbourhood Policy
" Western Balkans — EU enlargement
" Transatlantic relations

® Other issues:

" Southern dimension of the European Neighbourhood
Policy

" Human rights, transformation policy and development
cooperation
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Eastern partnership — European
Neighbourhood Policy

" Visa - facilitation

" Free trade agreements

" Energy security
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EU-Russia Relations - Priorities

"EU-Russia political dialogue and Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement

"Energy Security

®Accession of the Russian Federation to WTO and
EU-Russia Free Trade Agreement

"Geneva process

"Cooperation in the field of international security
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EU-Russia Relations - Programme

= First meeting at ministerial level in February
" EU — Russia human rights consultations in March
" Regular Permanent Partnership Council sessions

- Justice and home affairs
- Energy

- Foreign affairs

" EU — Russia summit
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Thank you for your attention!
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