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Press Release
9 March 2016
Goltsblat BLP provided legal support for Rolf Group in their business consolidation with Pelican-Auto
Goltsblat BLP, the Russian practice of the international law firm Berwin Leighton Paisner (BLP), advised and represented Rolf Group, the biggest Russian car dealer, which completed the deal contemplating its business consolidation with Pelican-Auto group.

The parties' representatives officially announced the merger of Pelican-Auto and Rolf Group on 2 March at a joint press-conference. They described the deal as revolutionary for the Russian car retail market in that it is non-cash and provides for the share exchange rather than the buyer leaving the business. The merger and subsequent synergy of technologies will enable the joint company to boost its efficiency, enrich its portfolio with new brands and increase its market share.

The Goltsblat BLP corporate team was led by Head of Group Anton Panchenkov, while Head of Corporate, Partner Anton Sitnikov performed overall project coordination. Partner Ian Ivory, Senior Associates Nikolay Kholshev and Andrey Neminuschiy, as well as Junior Associate Mikhail Filatov were also on the team.

Rolf Group and Goltsblat BLP representatives comment on their joint project work:

Igor Salita, Rolf Group Chairman: “I am grateful to Goltsblat BLP leaders and the team for the highly professional legal support they provided to our M&A team in this strategically important deal, which strengthened our leading position on the Russian car market and set up a unique platform for further consolidation of car dealers.”

Anatoly Kairo, Rolf Group Director noted that “the Goltsblat BLP team has shown its worth: their legal assistance with structuring, legal drafting and support throughout the transaction has at all times been prompt and highly professional. Key associates also proved very valuable at the negotiating table and in resolving intricate legal issues under Russian and Cyprus law.”

Andrey Goltsblat, Managing Partner of Goltsblat BLP and Anton Sitnikov, Partner and Head of Corporate, Goltsblat BLP said,"We are glad that the deal is successfully completed and would like to congratulate our client and all those involved in the project. We are grateful for yet another opportunity to be of assistance to our client Rolf Group: we are pleased and honoured to have worked with them for many years now. We hope this transaction will further strengthen Rolf Group's position on the market and push up its profitability ratio.”

The Goltsblat BLP Corporate Practice, one of the biggest in Russia, brings together a team of highly qualified experts with extensive experience in handling international project transactions of any scope and complexity. The global Corporate Practice consists of more than 230 lawyers, most of them based in London and Moscow, with others in BLP offices in Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Berlin, Brussels, Dubai, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Paris, Singapore, Tel-Aviv and Yangon.
Goltsblat BLP summary
Goltsblat BLP is the Russian practice of Berwin Leighton Paisner (BLP), a leading international law firm headquartered in London, with its offices operating in major commercial and financial centres throughout the world – Moscow, Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Berlin, Brussels, Dubai, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Paris, Singapore, Tel Aviv and Yangon.
As many as 100 lawyers qualified in Russian, English and US law are based in Goltsblat BLP’s office in Moscow, with lawyers in BLP’s international offices numbering over 1000. 
Goltsblat BLP's international team provides transactional support for inbound and outbound investments by Russian and international clients, offers legal support for corporate, M&A, real estate and banking and finance transactions, dispute resolution, infrastructure and other complex projects and represents its clients on multi-jurisdiction matters. 
Among Goltsblat BLP's clients are over 1300 companies, including major multinational investors operating in Russia (including 37 Fortune 500 clients), Russian and international banks and financial institutions and Russian industry-leading companies.
Goltsblat BLP is the winner of 25 national and international awards over the past five years, including: 
Russia Law Firm of the Year – Chambers Europe Awards 2015 and shortlisted for 2016; 

International Law Firm of the Year – The Lawyer European Awards 2014 and shortlisted in 2015; Legal Business Awards 2010 / Legal 500 and shortlisted in 2015; 

Client Service Law Firm of the Year – Chambers Europe Awards 2014 and 2010; 

The Most Effective and the 3rd largest law firm in Russia in 2015 – national ranking by Kommersant.ru;

A Top-3 international law firm in Russia by income and by income per lawyer – Pravo.ru 2015 national ranking.

Full Service Law Firm of the Year – Annual ACQ Country Awards 2011; 

Law Firm of the Year for Russia – Finance Monthly Law Awards 2011; 

Innovation in International Expansion – Financial Times Innovative Lawyer Awards 2011 (shortlisted);

Best Law Firm in Russia – ILO Client Choice Awards 2010.

www.gblplaw.com


