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• Allianz IC OJSC • Atos • Bank Credit Suisse (Moscow) • BP • BSH Russia • Cargill Enterprises Inc. • CHEP Rus • Clifford Chance • Continental Tires RUS LLC  

• Crocus International • Deloitte • DuPont Science & Technologies • Enel Russia OJSC • ENGIE • Eni S.p.A • EY • GE (General Electric International (Benelux) B.V.)  

• HeidelbergCement • ING Wholesale Banking in Russia • John Deere Rus, LLC • KPMG • ManpowerGroup • Mercedes-Benz Russia • Merck LLC • Messe Frankfurt Rus  

• MetLife • METRO AG • Michelin • MOL Plc • Novartis Group • OBI Russia • Oriflame • Porsche Russland • Procter & Gamble • PwC • Raiffeisenbank AO  

• ROCA • Shell Exploration & Production Services (RF) B.V. • Soglasie Insurance Company LLC • Statoil Russia AS • Total E&P Russie  

• Unipro PJSC • VimpelCom PJSC (Beeline) • Volkswagen Group Rus OOO • YIT • YOKOHAMA RUSSIA LLC  
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Post–release 
 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov met members of the Association of European Businesses (AEB) on 31 

October in Moscow at the Hotel Baltschug Kempinski.  

Dr. Thomas Staertzel, Chairman of the AEB Board, opened the meeting with a welcome speech. He noted that 

European businesses are interested in working on the Russian market: 

“Our Community remains strong and stable in Russia: Over the past 10 years, the European Union cumulated 

direct investment has amounted to 59% of the total volume of Foreign Direct Investments in Russia. The total 

trade turnover between Russia and the EU countries for the first seven months of 2017 represents 43 % of all 

Russia’s foreign trade for that period”. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov delivered a speech in which he touched the issues of terrorism, 

sanctions, and relations between Russia and the European Union. The Minister noted that in the time of 

recovery and economic growth in Russia new opportunities are opening for foreign business, and Russian 

government is open to a dialogue with foreign investors: 

 “We continue to come for a long-term, self-valuable nature of relationship between Russia and the EU. 

Moreover, it depends on the terms both in the lives of our citizens and globally as well. I do believe that we 

should preserve the currently accumulated capital in the partnership between Europe and Russia. We are ready 

for that, and we shall continue to support European businessmen in their efforts to increase their presence in 

Russia and to participate in mutual beneficial projects with the Russian partners.  

The briefing by Mr. Lavrov was followed by a Q&A session moderated by AEB CEO Dr. Frank Schauff. He noted 

that one of the main tasks for the AEB is to maintain an active dialogue between foreign investors and 

government officials. So the communication with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia is now particularly 

relevant: 

"AEB has been working in Russia for more than 20 years, and lately we have been engaging even more closely 

with the Eurasian Economic Commission. I want to note that we have already reached mutual understanding in 

many areas, for example, in the issues of customs and technical regulation. We are also trying to convince the 

European authorities to intensify the dialogue with the Eurasian Economic Commission. " 

AEB member company representatives received answers to their most pressing and important questions directly 

from the source.  
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